Kidney function in the very low birthweight infant
In recent years there have been considerable advances in understanding the mechanisms of how the kidney grows and develops, which have shed light on the aetiology of some renal malformations and physiology.' During fetal life the excretory role of the kidney is minimal and even the anephric fetus enjoys biochemical homoeostasis. Fetal urine production begins at about 10 weeks of gestation increasing progressively to 28 ml/hour at term. Birth immediately imposes an excretory and fluid conservatory role on the neonatal kidney. The term baby is well adapted for the demands of postnatal life. In 
